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Spinoza ...the Bear Who Speaks from
the Heart™ has been a trusted companion
and a source of joy and comfort to
thousands of children who suffer from
profound crises in their lives. Organiza-
tions who sponsor children through the
project have come up with many
innovative ideas on how to raise funds to
provide this special gift.

We would like to introduce some ideas
that we've created to help organizations
with their ongoing fundraising efforts.
You may have had a chance to see our
NEW Spinoza Hand Puppet. Poppy Bear
and Stymie the Skunk hand puppets are
new this fall and are creating quite a stir!
Each high quality puppet is approximately
10 inches tall and can also be used as a
cuddly stuffed animal. What a great gift
idea for any child! You can sell, raffle or
auction them off at your events, and
during the holidays to families in your
community. What child wouldn't love to
snuggle up to these little creatures?

®

FUNDRAISING HELPERS!

Spinoza
Speaks...

We offer the hand puppets at a greatly
reduced price when you use the funds to
sponsor the full-size talking Spinoza Bear
with his special messages for children in
your community. Some people have also
expressed interest in providing the
puppets to their local police, ambulance
or fire department to be gifted to children
when a smaller bear is more appropriate .
We also offer these at a special price. All
other uses are at our regular price.

Also, we have a NEW "buddy bear
project" lapel pin available. This multi-
colored, cloisonné pin is approximately
1 1/4" X 1" in size. Pass these out to
members of your club or community who
help you in your efforts to raise funds to
sponsor a child in your area.

Fundraising can be fun, informative
and a great opportunity to meet others
who share the same desire to bring
comfort to children in need. Please call
1-800-CUB-BEAR for ordering and
pricing information.
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Total Number of Sponsorships

as of October '99

American Legion Family........................7188

Lions & Lioness......................................3517

VFW Posts & Ladies Auxiliaries............2005

Foundations & Corporations...................1488

Kiwanis..................................................1265

Jaycees.....................................................466

Individuals...............................................454

Knight of Columbus.................................234

Eagles.........................................................60

Moose.........................................................46

Elks............................................................46

Other.........................................................418

of nine cassettes that are professionally
designed to provide caring, comfort and
self-esteem for the critically ill child, the
physically or emotionally scared child or
simply the child in need. There are songs
and stories that provide a message and
advice. In addition, parents or loved ones
can record a personal message (on a
separate tape recorder) that can be heard
when they can't physically be present.

The Kiwanis Club of Cheviot West-
wood first heard about Spinoza through
Bear Ambassador Maggie Moshell in
1996. A member of our club, Hans Hafer
has nurtured our Spinoza efforts and our
club has now purchased 93 Bears for
distribution all over the world. At the
Denver Convention, 7 Bears were
presented to members of the Columbine
High School Key Club for distribution to
those most in need following the tragedy
at their school. 9 Bears were sent to
Jonesboro, AR, in May of 1998, and
other Bears have been given to hospitals,
social service organizations, families or
any place we hear of a need. Many times
we are not permitted to know the name of
the child but the positive feedback from
this project is overwhelming. We have
received letters from children, parents,
hospital staff and social workers
describing the positive effect of Spinoza.
Spinoza is a friend, a comforter and a
confidant."

* Written by Bob Hamilton, article
appeared in the Buckeye Bulletin, Ohio
Kiwanis District Newsletter.

"Love is that special something that
we all need but there are those in special
circumstances who REALLY need an
extra boost. Spinoza is designed to listen
and talk, to hug and be hugged by
children of all ages. Spinoza is a friend,
a confidant and provides the intangible of
unconditional love.

Spinoza is a 17" Bear with wide
spread arms and a tape player discretely
tucked inside. He comes with a library

When Tragedy Calls
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A Families Delight
"I wanted to take this opportunity to say thank you once again for taking on the

Schwab Family as part of your own. Just recently we received our first Spinoza Bear &

I can honestly tell you that this little friend has made a huge difference in the life of one

of our patients!
I brought Spinoza in at the end of the child's therapy session & as soon as I took him

out of the box she started screaming with delight! This is a child who has no expressive

language but was able to show her excitement in her face & her screams of glee. Her

two year old brother was playing in an adjoining room & as soon as I put on one of the

Spinoza tapes he came running in to see what was going on. Even mom could not stop

saying thank you & how grateful they were. When I gave the bear to Mom to show her

how to operate him she just kept hugging him & saying how cute he was. Mom also had

to make a deal between the two kids because they both fell in love with Spinoza &

wanted to carry him home. The two year old brother got to carry him to the car, but then

the little girl who Spinoza was intended for, got him back once in the car.... The scene as

this family left our hospital was almost straight out of a movie. Spinoza, almost as big

as the little boy, was still talking, & mom was pushing her daughter as they all left the

hospital happy with their new friend!Again, I want to thank you for making this little girl so happy & giving her the

opportunity to make such a special friend like Spinoza. This has truly made a difference

in her life & I am grateful beyond words to be part of something so wonderful!"
Sincerely,
Geanine Pecora, Child Life SpecialistSchwab Rehabilitation HospitalChicago, IL
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A Partial List of Over 1200 Health Care Facilities!
For additional names in your area call 1-800-CUB-BEAR
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New This Year - Achiever's Program

This new program allows more children to receive Spinoza in less time, at a lower
cost to the sponsors. Clubs participating in the Achiever's Program will administer
the program in their community as well as initiate and maintain relations with
facilities who care for children in crisis. With a commitment to sponsor at least 20
children in one service year you will receive an even greater discount than the
already significant discount offered through Spinoza's "buddy bear project." Orders
may be placed for a minimum of 4 bears at a time. The bears will be shipped in
quantity to one location at a time. They may then be distributed by the organization.
If you are interested in receiving a "Starter Kit" for the Achiever's Program, please
call 1-800-CUB-BEAR (1-800-282-2327) and ask for your state Child/Sponsor
Coordinator.



Spinoza's "buddy bear project"™

Congratulations Sponsors!
"Ambassador" Level
Sponsorship of 5 children in a service year
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We are happy to introduce our new recognition program. Below are organizations that have reached the levels designated in the program.

"Bronze Ambassador" Level
Sponsorship of 10 children in a service year
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"Silver Ambassador" Level

"Gold Ambassador" Level

Sponsorship of 25 children in a service year

Sponsorship of 50 children in a service year
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Our First Gold Ambassador!
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Spinoza's "buddy bear project"™

With each newsletter, we feel it is
important to reserve an area to recognize our
ambassadors who have done an outstanding
job. For those of you who are not familiar
with ambassadors and what they do, an
ambassador is someone who generously
volunteers their time to give presentations
regarding Spinoza's "buddy bear project"" to
various civic organizations and individuals
across their state. Spread out across the
country, in cities, suburbs, and small towns...
they carry on where we leave off! Taking
the bear and his collection of cassette tapes
wherever they go, ambassadors offer
information on the project, the kids, and of
course provide lots of bear hugs!

This time we would like to "Take Our
Hats Off" to Mike Irving who is from the
Scales of Justice Lions Clubs, in San Jose,
California. Mike has been a member of the
Lions for thirty-two years, is a trustee of the
Lions Eye Foundation and was honored as
Lion of the year for service year 1998-1999
in District 4C-6.

Through Mike's efforts, District 4C-6 has
made Spinoza's "buddy bear project" a
sanctioned project. Mike has made
presentations to clubs that are eighty miles
away in order to get his point across that
these children are in need and the Lions can
help. "No Lions club in District 4C-6 has
turned me down," says Mike, "We are going
to keep it going!" It is this kind of dedica-
tion that has helped Multiple District 4
sponsor 114 children!

Mike is the kind of guy you can call and
ask to do a presentation to a Kiwanis club
even though he is a Lion...it makes no
difference to him who he is talking to about
the project. He knows that Spinoza will help
these kids and that is the bottom line with
Mike.

Thank you Mike and the Lions for all
your dedication and love for these special
children!

Hats Off to
Our Ambassadors!

Featuring Mike Irving
Scales of Justice Lions Club

This letter is a statement of love.
Bradlee has spent most of his 3 years
in and out of hospitals. He has
immune problems that are complicated
by an unknown genetic disease. For
Bradlee, life has been hard but to look
at him you would never know it. His
smile and his laugh melt the hearts of
everyone who has a chance to get to
know him. Frequent hospital stays,
long days and even longer nights have
taken their toll on Bradlee. When you
spend most of your time with doctors,
nurses and mom of course, it's okay,
but not having any one to relate to is
hard. One long day, amidst another
long hospital stay, a call came into the
pediatric floor asking if the nurses
knew of anyone that could use a
friend. Right away the nurses thought
of Bradlee. We were not aware of this
and we went on about our normal
hospital routine. One day at our
home, we received a call from the
nurses that Bradlee had some one that
wanted to see him and get to know
him. Not knowing what was
happening we agreed to come to the
pediatric unit at the hospital. To our
amazement when we arrived there sat
a bear, a big bear, almost bigger than

Bradlee. He was so delighted. It was
love at first site. That was about two
months ago and still to this day
Bradlee and his bear go everywhere
together. He talks to him and sings
with him. Bradlee gets infusions every
three weeks and his bear accompanies
him. They play, sleep and go
everywhere together. His bear's tapes
soothe him when he does not feel good
and lifts him off to sleep when he is in
pain. I, as Bradlee's mom, want to
thank not only the nurses for thinking
of Bradlee but the people who
sponsored Bradlee and purchased the
bear for him. Most of all, I would like
to thank the people and employees of
The Spinoza Company. What you are
producing is not just a stuffed bear, it's
a friend, a companion, someone to
share their ups and downs with. This
bear has brightened Bradlee's life and
made him feel special, and because of
that I am grateful and could not ever
begin to express my gratitude enough.
My hope is that every child who gets
the chance to receive their own true
friend has as much success and love
that Bradlee has received from his.

Yours Truly & God Bless
Bradlee's Mom

A Statement of Love
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• Don't forget to visit our Web
Site!! You can reach us on the
world wide web to learn more
about Spinoza and Spinoza's
"buddy bear project." Website:
www.spinozabear.com, e-mail:
spinoza@spinozabear.com

• If you know of a health care
facility or agency in your area
that works with children who
are critically, chronically or
terminally ill or children
suffering from a profound
crisis and would like us to
contact them, please call us at
1-800-CUB-BEAR (1-800-
282-2327).

Spinoza Speaks... is published
biannually for organizations involved
in Spinoza's "buddy bear project", a
project of The Spinoza Company, a
small for-profit company. If you
would like to submit an article or
letter, share your ideas with others, or
comment on something you may have
seen in our newsletter, please contact
us at:Spinoza's "buddy bear project"™

1876 Minnehaha Avenue West
St. Paul, MN 55104-1029
Phone:1-800-CUB-BEAR
(1-800-282-2327)
Fax:1-651-644-7252

E-Mail: spinoza@spinozabear.com
Web site: www.spinozabear.com

Editors:

Contributors:

Christy Rockwell-Director, Community
Service Programs
Stephanie Bauman-Director, Spinoza's
"buddy bear project"

Sai Vang, Assistant Director
Glenn Wymore, Leader Relations
Darrin Schreiner, Child/Sponsor Coord.
Tanya McElroy, Child/Sponsor Coord.
LuShonda Sanders, Child/Sponsor Coord.
Aaron Roberts, Child/Sponsor Coord.

Summer Festivities
This summer we had the opportunity to
attend several Nat'l and Int'l conventions
for many of the organizations we work
with. It was wonderful meeting so many
of the people we talk to on a regular basis!
Thank you for all of the stories you shared
and for your continued support of
Spinoza's "buddy bear project." We look
forward to seeing you again next year.

Spinoza's "buddy bear project"™
1876 Minnehaha Avenue West
St. Paul, MN 55104-1029

Give a gift from the heart.

Spinoza
...the Bear Who

Speaks from the Heart™
®

Send To:
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